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GLENDALE -- Inside an exqisite silver and gold box lined with purple velvet liesa P.O. Box 21301
transparent locket containing wheét is said to be aremnant of the veil once worn by L osAngeles, CA 90021
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the Blessed Virgin.

Displayed next to the box isagold cru-
cifix, with another locket embedded init,
holding a piece of what is purported to
be the cross on which Jesus died.

Thetwo relics are part of adigplay of
250 religious artifacts that opens today
at Glendale Forest Lawn Museum,
1712 S. Glendde Ave. "Manger to
Martyr: Veneration of Relics' isopen
from 10 am. to 5 p.m. daily through
Jan. 27.

Thomas J. Serdfin
of Glendde loaned
his collection of rd-
icsto the museum
in the hope that it
will revive the ven-
eration of sants
and relics and build
fath.

"What is happening
draight acrossthe
board iswe are
starting to become
more aware that
we are loging tradi-
tion," sad Serdfin,
aprofessona pho-
tographer and de-
vout Cathalic.

"If you don't have a past, you cannot
congantly change without holding on to

anything."

Serafin concedes that some vistors may
question the authenticity of hisrelics, but
he believes thair meaning is a matter of
individud faith.

"Whether a piece of garment isthe ac-
tua garment is not the point,” he said.
"It's whether you can maintain your faith
through mementos.™

In the exhibit, some of the rlics are
paired beautifully with century-old
stained-glass windows depicting the im+
ages of saints.

"You are not just looking & the rdlics,
but it'stdling you agory, too,” sad
Margaret Burton, museum director and
exhibit curator.

Notable relics on display include three
black nailsthat are said to have been
meade with filings from the nails used

fully illustrated with the (stained-
glass) windows," said Msgr. Francis
Weber, director of the San Fernando
Mission, which hasarélic collection
of itsown.

Charles Herrmann found himself over-
whemed. "It dmogt makesyou fed holy
being in here with dl theserdlics” he
said.

One display caseisdevoted to early
Chrigtian martyrs who were fed to wild

during the Crucifixion; bits of the manger animals, roasted alive or decapitated be-

where Christ was born; a piece of the
cloak once worn by Joseph, Mary's
husband; and arock from where ar-
chaeologists said Noah's Ark stood for
years.

Guedts, both laymen and members of
the clergy, who were invited to a specid

opening reception Thursday night were
impressed by the exhibit.

"Thisisthefinest of thiskind of ex-
hibit | have ever seen. It's so beauti-
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cause of thair refusa
to give up ther
Chrigtian faith.

"| fed likel am be-
ing surrounded by
angels-- people
who had onetime
lived and are 0
strong and do not
mind pain or suffer-
ing for their beliefs”
said Leonora
Bouzas, who works
asacashier at the
cemetery and has
relics of her own.

Serdfin said his pas-
sonfor relics began
about 10 years ago
when he st out to
find ardlic of St. Alphonsus Liguori,
whose work greatly impressed him.

"When | started to search one out -- al-
though everyone was telling me how ex-
tremely vauable they were -- they were
not being venerated in the United
States," hesad.

Through gifts and trades with other col-
lectors, Serafin now has 1,200 religious

relics. He dso founded an educationd
(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)
Web ste cdled Saints Alive and the In-

ternational Crusade for Holy Rdlics,
which monitors the trading of relicson
the Internet.

Sarafin said many of hisrelics come with
documents of authenticity issued by the
Roman Catholic Church. Lockets that
hold authentic rdlics, he sad, carry a
specid red wax sed with athread run
ning through it to guarantee that the con-
tents are untouched.

Because most of
the origind con-
tainers have been
melted down by
those who want
the precious met-
dsand jewds,
Serafin has de-
sgned many reli-
quariesfor his
collection.

In recognition of
hiswork, Serafin
was knighted by
the Order of the
Immaculate Con-
ception of Vila
Vicosain Portu-
gd. Therobe he
wore for the
ceremony is part
of the exhibit, aswdl as anote from the
late humanitarian, Mother Teresa, to him
commending hiswork.

While hisrdlic collection might be centu-
riesold, Serafin said rlics remain rele-
vant today. An especidly poignant ex-
ample of amodern-day relic, he noted,
is a policeman's badge that President
George W. Bush held up during a
gpeech to the nation after the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.

"Tha isardic," hesad. "Heiscarrying
aredic from adead hero. Rdicsare
about honoring people who have gone
beforeus.”

mathea and a piece of the crosson
which Chrigt was crucified. It's on dis-
play until Jan. 27, 2002.

Serafin, a studio photographer in Los
Angeles, has been acquiring relics for
more than 10 years and has more than
1,200 in his collection -- dl of them
authenticated by the Vatican. His organi-
zation, Saints Alive, is dedicated to the
preservation and public veneration of
authentically documented relics. Relics
are "mementos of people who stayed the
course -- people who accepted martyr-
dom, people who would rather be put to
deeth than give up
Chrigt," Serafin said.
They comein three
classes.

Physically Connecting with
Faith

Rdics bring Chridiansinto contact with
sants of the past.

Glendale News- Press

November 9, 2001

* 14 Class. The bod-
ies of saintly persons
or any of ther inte-
grant parts, such as
limbs, ashes and

that have comein
physica contact with
living saintsand are
thereby sanctified.

* 3rd Class: Bitsof
cloth that have been
touched by an actud
‘1<t or 2nd classrélic.
Therésnointrinsic
power in the relics themselves, Serafin
sad. A relicis not atalisman. He pointed
to agtory of Jesus, foundin Mark 5, as
an example. Jesus was waking through a

GLENDALE -- Holy relics ha_ve been crowd when awoman who had suffered
vengrated throughOLt church hi Story, but from years of bleedi ng touched his

there have been misunderstandings about cloak, hoping to be hedled by the gar-
their power and authenticity. Now, relics

belonging to Tom Serdfin are on display §1e was healed, but not because of
a Forest Lavn Memoria Musaum in

By Madhdl Allen

the cloak.
Glendde. _ "Daughter, your faith has heded you,"
The collection features hundreds of Jesus said to her.

relics, including atooth of Joseph of Ari-
3
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Asfor the veneration of relics, Serafin
said some people mistake veneration for
worship. But "worship is meant for God,"
Serafin said. Venerating an object means
to give respect to it because it belonged
to someone specia, he said.

"If your dad had a big, old, soft
sweater he used to wear when watching
TV on the sofa, and he passed away,
you sure wouldn't cut it up and go wax
the car,”" Serafin said.

The saints, who were normal people
noted for their devotion to God, give be-
lievers hope as they sruggle through life.
Their relics are evidence of the continuity
of Chrigtian people, past, present and
future -- what the historic creeds cdl the
communion of saints, according to Saints
Aliveliterature.

The proof of ardic'sauthenticity
would make skeptics cringe because it
comes down to church tradition and
faith. The church authenticates relics,
providing a document that says where
therdicisfrom, its class, and who con
fected and authenticated it.

Judt like the story of Jesuswith the
bleeding woman, authenticity aso comes
down to faith. Saints Alive literature says
the historicd authentication of relicsis not
about proof or science, but about pas-
son:

"The passion that you have for the
lives and legends of the saintsisthe most
important evidence to their vaidity.”

Relics of Christmastide

During the Christmas season, we
commonly exchange gifts, but one must
not forget the grestest gift of dl... the
Incarnate Word, Who in turn gives us the
gift to be caled sons and daughters of
God! To keep our minds and hearts fo-
cused on this, Our Lord has alowed cer-
tain mementos connected with that mi-
raculous event to pass to our generation

for the most part unscathed
by time, infidels, and even
incredulity. At the center of
this blessed season isthe
Holy Rdlic of the Manger.
“She wrapped him in swad-
ding dothesand lad himin
amanger...” (Luke 2:7).
S. Helenafirst con
verted the grotto at Bethle-
hem into a chapd and
adorned it with costly mar-
ble and other precious or-
naments. Thefirgt basilica
erected over the crypt is
due most probably to the
devotion and munificence of
her son Congtantine, of
whom Eusehius says that
"The emperor himsdif,
edipsng even the magnifi-
cence of his mother's de-
sgn, adorned the same
placeinatruly regd
syle" (VitaCongt., 111, 43).
Therelicsof the crib that
arepreserved at St Mary
Maor'sin Rome were
probably brought there

from the Holy Land during the pontificate of board which, as aresult of the investi-

of Pope Theodore | (640-649), who
was himsdlf anative of Palestine, and
who waswell aware of the dangers of
plunder and pillage to which they were
exposed at the hands of the Mussulmans
and other marauders. Wefind at all
events that the basilica erected by
Liberius on the Esquiline first received
the name of Sancta Maria ad Praesepe
under Pope Theodore. During the por-
tificate of Hadrian | the first dtar was
erected in the badilica, and in the course
of succeeding centuries the place where
therelics are preserved cameto bevis-
ited by the devout faithful from dl parts
of the Chrigtian world. At the present
time the remains of the crib preserved at
St. Mary Mgor's consst of five pieces
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gation conducted by Father Lais, sub-
director of the Vatican Observatory,
during the restorations of 1893 were
found to be taken from a sycamore tree
of which there are severd varigtiesin the
Holy Land. Two of the pieces, which like
the other three, must have been originaly
much longer than they are at present,
stood upright in the form of an X, upon
which three other pieces rested, sup-
ported by a sixth piece, which, however,
Ismissing, placed across the base of the
upper angle of the X. We may conclude
from this that these pieces of wood were
properly speaking mere supports for the
manger itself, which was probably made
from the soft limestone of which the cave
(Continued on page 5)
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was formed. The
rich rliquary,
adorned with bas-
reliefs and statu-
ettes, which at pre-
sent contains the
relics of the crib
was presented by
the Duchess of
VillaHemosain
1830. Pope Pius
1V (1559-65) re- _
stored the high atar F= s
upon which therel- &
icsare lemnly
exposed for the veneration of thefathful
yearly on the eve of Christmas. (The Thel CHRusa Prayer

Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume IV — http://www.

newadvent.org/cathen/04488c.htm) G rou p | satt a-Ch ed tot h e
“...And on entering the house they M onastery of Fr.

saw the child with Mary his mother.
They prostrated themsaves and did him Symeon (I CHR member)

homage. Then they opened their treas-
ures and offered him gifts of gold, frank-
incense and myrrh” (Matthew 2:11).
The relics of the three Magi are hdld a
the cathedrd of Cologne. "The magi
were the ones who gave giftsto the

Lord. Thefirgt is said to have been Mé- Havea blessed NE\N Year'
chior, an old man with white hair and a
long beard... who offered gold to the
Lord asto aking. The second, Gaspar
by name, young and beardless and
ruddy complexioned. . . honored Him as
God by his gift of incense, an oblation
worthy of divinity. The third, black-
skinned and heavily bearded, named
Bdthasar. .. by his gift of myrrh testified
to the Son of Man who wasto

die" (Excerpta et Collectanea attrib-
uted to St. Bede (d. 735).

Therdlics, it issad, were discovered
in Persig, brought to Congtantinople by
St. Helena, transferred to Milan in the
fifth century and to Colognein 1163
(ActaSs,, I, 323).
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Reliquary of the Magi '

The next issue of “The Guardian” will bein March.
* % *




